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edition in 1735) to excuse the unusual
course of publishing his own letters in 1737,
collected from all his correspondents but
shamefully manipulated. Two years later
he completed the work by including the
letters to Swift which he secured by the usual
subterfuges. It is clear that he wanted to
present himself to posterity in the most
favourable light, as he had done in the
Epistle to Arbiithnot. The standard edition
of the poems was that by Elwin and Court-
hope (1887-89) but now superseded by the
Twickenham edition, general editor John
Butt, six vols. (1932 et seq.\ Prose Works,
ed. Norman Ault (1936 et seq.\. The Elwin
and Courthope edition provided a Life,
but much more understanding and detailed is
Professor G. Sherburn's The Early Career of
Alexander Pope (1934) and his later work on
the poet. Dame Edith SitwelPs study is more
intuitive than critical. G. Tillotson attempted
a revaluation of Pope (1938), and has written
several other studies. See also Norman
Ault's New Light on Pope (1949). Bonamy
Dobree's Alexander Pope (1951) is the best
short study of Pope.

(2) John (1822-92), American army
commander, born in Louisville, Ky., gradu-
ated at West Point in 1842, and served with
the engineers in Florida (1842-44) and in the
Mexican war. He was exploring and
surveying in the west till the civil war, when
as brigadier-general in 1861 he drove the

fuerillas out of Missouri. As major-general
e commanded the Army of the Mississippi
(1862) and then that of Virginia, but was
defeated at the second battle of Bull Run.
He was transferred to Minnesota, where he
kept the Indians in check, and held com-
mands until 1886, when he retired.

POPHAM, Sir John (c. 1531-1607), English
lawyer, born at Huntworth near Bridgwater,
became Speaker in 1580 and lord chief-
justice in 1592. He presided at the trial of
Guy Fawkes.

POPOV, Aleksandr Stepanovich (1859-1905),
Russian physicist, claimed by his countrymen
to be the inventor of wireless telegraphy, was
the first to use a suspended wire as an aerial.

POPPER, Karl Raimund (1902- ), Austrian
philosopher, bom in Vienna, studied at the
university there and published for the ' Vienna
Circle ' of logical positivists, of which he
was not a member, even in some ways-an
opponent, the greatest modern work in
scientific methodology, Die Logik der
Forschung- (1934) ' The Logic of Scientific
Discovery' (trans, with postscript, 1958), in
which he refuted the long-established
Baconian principles of scientific method and
argued that testing hypotheses by selective
experimentation rather than proof was the
essence of scientific induction. For Popper,
to be scientific, a theory must in principle
be falsifiable, not verifiable in the logical
positivist sense, and this criterion marks off
a genuine science, such as physics, from what
he calls the * pseudo-sciences', such as
Marxian economics and Freudian psychology
which instead of challenging falsification
impose a rigid finality from the outset
Popper left Vienna shortly before Hitler's
Anschluss, lectured at Canterbury College,

"New Zealand (1937-45), when he became
first reader in Logic (1945-48) then professor
of Logic and Scientific Method at the London
School of Economics. Philosophical attempts
to reduce history to a predetermined pattern
he exposed in articles in Econoniica (1945-48),
rcpLiblished under the title The Poverty of
JHistoricism (1957), and in the brilliant
philosophical polemic, The Open Society and
Its Enemies (1945), written in the heat of the
second World War, in which he ruthlessly
examines all the great philosophical systems
with totalitarian implications in political
theory from Plato to Karl Marx. Sec his
philosophical autobiography in British Philo-
sop/iv in the Mitf-Centurv, ed. C. A. Mace
(1957).
POPSKL     SeC PliNlAKOFF.
PORDAGE, John.   Sec BOEIIMR.
PORDENONE, IS, por-dtiy-nd'nay (1483-
1539), the name given to^lhc Italian religious
painter, Giovanni /Viatonic Licinio, who was
born at Corticclli near Pordenone. In 1535
he settled at Venice, and in 1538 was sum-
moned by the duke to Ferrara. He painted
frescoes in the cathedral at Cremona and in
Sla Maria da Campagna at Placenta.
PORPHYRY (c. A.ix 233 -304), Neoplatonist,
born at Tyre or Batanea, is said, improbably,
to have been originally a Christian. He
studied at Athens under Lpnginus, and about
263 at Rome under PloLinus. In Sicily he
wrote his once celebrated treatise against the
Christians, now lost. He then returned to
Rome, and taught there. He was a volumin-
ous writer, and a capable, earnest, high-
minded man. His philosophy keeps close to
life and practical duties, its object the
salvation of the soul, to be ejected by the
extinction of impure desires through strict
asceticism and knowledge of God. His chief
writings are the Lives of Plotinus and
Pythagoras, Sentential Da Absfinentia, and
the Epistola ad Ma re el lam* addressed to his
wife. See monograph by Bouiilet (1864) and
Alice Zimmcrn's translation of Porphyry to
his Wife Marcella (1896).
PQRPORA, Niccola Antonio (1686-1766),
Italian composer and teacher of singing,
born in Naples, established a school for
singing, frorn which came many famous
singers. During 1725-55 he was in Dresden,
Venice, London (1734-36) and Vienna
(where he taught Haydn), composing operas
and teaching. He figures in George Sand's
Consuelo.
PORSCHE, Ferdinand (1875-1951), German
automobile designer, born at Hafersdorf,
Bohemia, designed cars for Daimler and
Auto Union, but set up his own independent
studio in 1931 and in 1934 produced the
plans for a revolutionary type of cheap car
with engine in the rear, to which the Nazis
gave the name Volkswagen ('People's car')
and which they promised to mass-produce
for the German worker. After World War
II it proved a record-breaking commodity in
the export market,
PORSON, Richard (1759-1808), English
scholar, was born at East Ruston in Norfolk,
son of the parish clerk. A neighbouring
squire sent him to Eton. In 1778 he entered
Trinity College, Cambridge, was elected a